V03457 Pendulum clock

1897

h 153, w 39, d 24

Signed on dial 'A. Hohwü. Amsterdam. Nº= 46.'

By Andreas Hohwü jr., Amsterdam
Hendrik Gerard van Sande Bakhuyzen, director of the Leiden Observatory, ordered this regulator in 1895. It was supplied with a Hipp-designed electrical contact breaker for recording seconds. The regulator was meant to replace the clock of Hohwü Sr. However, careful measurement showed that this new clock was less accurate than the old one.

The clock is still in its original case. The silvered dial has a central minute hand (0-55, divided in 60 parts). It has a subsidiary dial above the centre for the seconds (0-50, divided in 60 parts) and one below for the hours (0-23). 

The movement is weight-driven and has a Kessels-type dead-beat anchor escapement, with a brass escape wheel. The brass anchor has adjustable pallets with jewelled impulse faces. Maintaining power is of the Harrison double-ratchet type. Duration is eight days.

The crutch with its hinged action on the pendulum is based on Kessels's design. The pendulum is after a design by Sigmund Riefler. It has a hollow steel tube filled with mercury. When the temperature rises the steel rod expands, as does the mercury, but in the opposite direction. The tube is closed in order to prevent evaporation of the mercury. This construction also compensates abrupt temperature changes better than a glass jar. The brass bob can be adjusted by a central ring nut and there are extra adjusting nuts located below it. On the pendulum rod is a canister for fine regulation using lead shot.
Hohwü, Andreas Jr
Andreas Hohwü Jr (1872-1943) was the third generation of the Hohwü clockmaker family. His father Thomas Hohwü was married to the daughter of Andreas Hohwü Sr. Andreas Jr inherited the firm in 1889, when his father died and continued it until around 1925. There is only one regulator known of Andreas Jr. Considering the resemblance with the timepieces of his grandfather, it seems that Andreas Jr made this one from already available components.
Hans Hooijmaijers, July 2005
